


THE NATIVES CALLED IT B’POOTY  by Margaret Ferguson  !
Chapter 1, The beginning  !
It was the early 1800’s and Lachlan Macquarie was Governor of NSW.  The Hawkesbury and the 
Hunter River had both been discovered and were being used for shipping cargo to inland destinations 
but an overland route between the two ports was urgently required.  It was known that bush ranging 
convicts were regularly moving cattle stolen from the Windsor district to a ready market north and that 
there was a track through to the Hunter River area already established by them. With the convicts not 
giving up any clues to the whereabouts of this track, Macquarie was given the job of finding it and 
tidying it up to establish the route from Windsor to the Hunter Valley.  

In October 1817, the first Government sponsored expedition left Windsor to find a suitable way 
through.  Mr. William Parr led the expedition and was accompanied by Mr. Benjamin Singleton and 
Mr. Simms Bell.  On 12th November 1817, the party reached an area known by the local natives as 
“B’pooty.”  But things were not going well for the expedition party.  Because of a bit of a difference of 
opinion, and the natives lighting fires to scare the explorers away, the expedition was abandoned and 
they all returned to Windsor. In April 1818, Benjamin Singleton regrouped with a new team and 
successfully reached the Hunter River giving his name to the township on his way through.  

Governor Macquarie was not happy.  He just didn’t want the area explored, he wanted it explored and 
surveyed.  So he gave the job to the Chief Constable at Windsor, Mr. John Howe.  Howe, with six 
other men set out on the 24th October 1819 and on the sixth day out, after travelling through rough 
and mountainous country, descended into the “Puttee” valley.  Howe described Puttee, “as a good 
and extensive valley with many branches and plenty of good food.  It has a large creek running 
through it and interspersed with large ponds and lagoons.  In my opinion an excellent place for cattle 
in a dry season but not good in a wet one.”  On his return Howe presented Governor Macquarie with 
his written report and field book, distances and bearings calculated by using his pocket compass and 
watch.  He also put in a bill for 76 pounds, 14 shillings and 6 pence for expenses.  

With a view to develop the “new territory”, Governor Macquarie set about 
promising land to those he thought would get the place up and running. 
The favoured gentry included a Mrs. Hannah Laycock.  Hannah’s 
husband had died in 1809 but she remained independently highly 
regarded with the means to support herself and her family, both unusual 
for a woman of that time.  She and her daughters Rebecca and 
Elizabeth, all residing at Botany Bay, were promised 100 acres with the 
orders dated 31st October 1813.  Her son Samuel, residing in Liverpool, 
was also promised 100 acres.  Previous to these orders was a promise 
of 500 acres made in June 1811, to her son William, who resided at 
Georges River.  Mrs. Laycock already owned property granted to her by 
the previous Governor, Philip Gidley King.  She named it King’s Grove 
farm in honour of him with that area in Sydney still bearing that name 
today. 

Strangely when the grants were made, they were not for a particular  
                parcel of land and the question remains unanswered as to why Mrs.  
Laycock decided on, “100 acres at Putty, near the Bulga Road.”  In June 1820 Hannah had her solicitor 
write to Governor Macquarie asking for additional land to be added to the allotment she was first promised 
but had not yet received .  A reply stated that, “his Excellency regrets that he cannot comply with your 
request he being recently received instructions on-joined not to make grants to females.”  

This must have been disappointing for her, but she went ahead with her plans and in about 1824 
Hannah took possession, but not ownership of the one hundred acres at Putty and, with help from her 
son Samuel, his nephew Thomas William  Eber Bunker Laycock and two convicts, improved the 
property adding a cottage, stables, sheds, a horse mill and fences.     

To be continued . . . . 	




Fresh Food winner of the Australian 
Small Business Champion Awards 2013. 
Royal Easter Show award winning ham.  

King Road, Wilberforce Shopping Centre  
Ph: 4575 1961

Fitzgerald Motors
Sales and service of mowers, ride-on 

mowers, chainsaws, trimmers, mulchers, 
water pumps, generators, posthole 

diggers, sprayers etc 

9 Fitzgerald Street, Windsor 
 Ph: 4577 3401  

www.fitzgeraldmotors.com.au 

Aircon, refrigeration, electrician, heat 
transfer kits. Lic: 167542C  

Ph: Matt Ward 0413 850 298

LEC AIR & ELECTRICAL
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Please call with any news, activities or   
 photographs to include in our  

monthly newsletter. 
   Martha Babineau, phone 6579 7000 

mailtroika@gmail.com

________________________________________                   
           SOUTH       FAIRVIEW   NORTH 
Dec. 2015    103.10mm    112.00mm     155.00mm 
_________________________________________ 
Dec. 2014    133.40mm    116.95mm       18.00mm 
_________________________________________ 
Dec. 10 yr    103.10mm     89.00mm      114.00mm   
average  

Year to date             
Dec. 2015    964.30mm    924.15mm    1,181.00mm 
Dec. 2014    742.70mm    667.90mm       717.00mm  
10 yr av          793.80 mm     786.70mm          993.00mm 

Recordings were taken at Fairview, Putty, with 
reference to the Bureau of Meteorology 
www.bom.gov.au.      
Recordings were also taken at Mellong Grove, Putty 
Rd (south) and The Top Place, Putty Valley Rd, north.  

If it rains at Putty, residents are encouraged to post 
their rainfall on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation  so weekenders will 
know if they need to water their gardens.

PUTTY WEBSITE ‘Putty Valley Online’ 
Putty Valley Online contains many interesting 
links including:


• Trades & Services Directory at 
www.putty.nsw.au/whereis 

• Weekly cattle sale prices from the Meat 
and Livestock Authority (MLA) at 
www.putty.nsw.au/rural/cattle-hotline 

PCA FACEBOOK 
For news as it happens.  If you haven’t already 
signed up to our Facebook page, you can do so 
by clicking Like at:  https://www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation  

Post your pictures and stories! 
 ADVERTISING: pca@putty.nsw.au !

Our Lady of the Valley services for 2016 will be 
held at Putty Hall with resident Anglican Priest, Fr. 
Max and re-commence on 14 February 2016. 
2nd Sunday and 4th Sunday of the Month:                      
Eucharist at 8:30am, Prayer and Bible Study at 
9:30am and Sunday School at 11am.  

OCTOBER PUTTY RAINFALL

Detour will recommence on 
Friday 5 February 2016. !
The PCA AGM will be held 
on Saturday 6 February 2016, 4pm at 
the Putty Hall. 

      All Welcome! 

PRAYERS AND BIBLE STUDIES

Munro’s Meats                                

TRADES AND SERVICES 

PUTTY PEOPLE ADVERTISING 
In publishing these ads, the PCA is not 

endorsing or recommending any 
product or service advertised below. 

UPCOMING EVENTS


