Putty People February 2020

Newsletter of the
Putty Community Association,Inc.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the PUTTY
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC
The PCA’s Annual General Meeting will be held at
Putty Hall on Saturday 15 February 2020 at 4pm.
This is an opportunity for involvement and sharing
of ideas, tried and new. Members who have been
financial for twelve months or more are welcome to
nominate for committee. Community members may wish
to join a sub committee working with the committee to
develop new ideas and events. All welcome!
Nibblies and refreshments will follow and we look

THANK YOU TO THE FIRIES
FREE CONCERT AND BBQ in PUTTY STYLE
PUTTY ROAD’S
RENEWAL

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
REMINDER

Come to the Putty Hall to meet and thank the
firies on Saturday, 28 March.
At noon the bar will open, 1pm BBQ lunch and
2pm a musical variety concert featuring different
performers for all to enjoy!.
RSVP Margaret by 14 March on 0427 282 246

Membership fees are due 1 January and
can be paid at the AGM on 15 February

Sydney Mandolin Orchestra
and Nicole Hewlett

It’s time to renew your PCA
membership! Contribute to the upkeep
of our Putty Hall to keep it open and
enjoy the variety of activities it offers.
Renew now - only $20 a year and
ensures the Putty Hall’s maintenance.
Direct deposit details are: BSB 062 622
A/c 10444988 and include your name.

COMMUNITY BUSHFIRE RECOVERY DROP-IN SESSION
Singleton Council will be holding a COMMUNITY BUSHFIRE RECOVERY DROP- IN SESSION on
Saturday 15th February from 10 - 3pm at the Putty Hall.
Representatives from Singleton Council, Police, RFS, Local Land Services, Legal Aid and ADF Chaplaincy
will be there. The aim is to provide support and information to available funding/grants that could help the
Putty Community recover after the recent bushfires.
A program for the day will be circulated via email during the week.
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WATCH OUT SNAKES ABOUT
Recently local residents have seen more
snakes near their houses and where they
work. Several people have been surprised
by different visitors.
Rod Willmer has the usual wildlife making
itself at home on his property but lately he is
getting more than his share of the
unwelcome on his doorstep.
Firstly a death adder in his wood pile and
then a goanna climbing on the screen
door of his house.
Dora was visited by a young brown in her
shower recess while she was taking a shower.

SURROUNDED BY FIRE BUT SAFE

By Margaret Ferguson

As we welcomed in the New Year of 2020, Putty and Yengo residents were grateful to be living
on a sunburnt island. If not for the spectacular efforts of our Putty Rural Fire Brigade fire crews and all
the other Hunter Valley Brigade crews, we would not be in the happy position we are now.
There are some landowners who did suffer some property loss
and are working their way through it but did not experience
anywhere near the extent of damage done to our fellow
Aussies to the north and south of us, continuing even to this
day. We feel for them and wish them well as they work
towards recovering back to their normal way of life which of
course will take some time.
Now that the fire has left us, and the anxiety of being burnt out
has passed, there is a chance that some residents may be still
be reeling from the shock, having to repair damage and
generally feeling the after effects of the worrying time we
experienced.
Photo: Jane Robinson

BEWARE NATIVE AND FERAL ANIMALS ON THE PUTTY ROAD
Vicki Streeting, a regular visitor to the Grey Gum Café, was riding home on the Putty Road near Putty
when a large feral eight feet tall stag - including antlers, ran into her bike so quickly that she didn’t even
have time to brake. Due to excessive internal injuries, she was put into a medically induced coma but
unfortunately her condition was so horrific that her family had to make the agonising choice to switch off
the support.
A week ago Michelle Fisher collided with a large kangaroo that ran straight out of the bush into her
vehicle. Her ute was completely totalled. Because she travels so early daily on the Putty Road,
Michelle has often spotted a variety of wild and feral animals - a group of fawns, wombats, wild dogs,
etc especially near Tinda Creek. Beware of the increasing wildlife on the Putty Road!
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JOHN GRACE MEMORIAL RIDE FOR THE
CHARLIE TEO BRAIN CANCER RESEARCH
FOUNDATION
By Kim Grace
Dr Charlie Teo, possibly the most famous Brain
Cancer Surgeon in the world, led the ride from
Hawkesbury Motorcycles to the Grey Gum Cafe in
Putty despite the appalling 47 degree celsius heat.
This was a testimony to the incredible family called the
motorbike community. Brave and courageous are
synonymous words with Dr Charlie Teo. He spoke
passionately about the need for research into this
insidious disease that killed John Grace.
The phenomenal ride attendance was organised by the
Infidel Social Motorcycle Club and Sydney Veterans
Lodge, our returned and serving soldiers.

Grey Gum Café, Kim Grace as passenger

Richard from Hawkesbury Motorcycles is an absolute
champion. If any locals need motorbike supplies
please support Richard.

PUTTY ON THE CHANNEL 7 NIGHTLY NEWS WEATHER MAP

PUTTY ON THE MAP
Channel 7 studio cameraman and
local resident, Michael den Boer,
might have persuaded Angie
Asimina, weather presenter, to put
Putty on the weather map of the
Channel 7 nightly news.

THANK YOU
A very big thank you to Jane Robinson for organising
the production of the three banners in honour of our RFS
Volunteers. I am sure we all agree with the sentiments
written on them. With the help of Geoff King, two are on
display at the Putty and Putty Valley Road intersection and
one at the Putty Hall.

02/02/2020

From Judy Hobson

Saturday 2 February 2020 written as 02/02/2020 is a palindrome (reads the same forwards and
backwards.) The last date when this occurred was 900 years ago on 01/01/1010.
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LANDCARE NOTES - Twenty Lyrebirds All In A Dam

By Ian David

After three years of drought with the highest average temperatures on record, the summer of 2019
led to this…
Surrounded by an endless petrified forest of charred bush, we endured the smoke. We lived through the
constant fear of approaching fire-fronts and asked ourselves if this would be the day?

Gospers Mountain, west of Putty.
Photo: Ian David

With many other RFS
brigades, the Putty
Brigade responded
brilliantly to this inferno.
With the smoke,
warnings and road
closures, we saw such
great persistence,
resilience and courage
by our firefighters - day
after day against
intimidating odds.
These days we will
never forget. In the
map below we are the
small hole in a massive
ring of fire.

During the last few brutal months we’ve
seen the best of Putty. The generosity and
brave commitment to keep going shown by
those who live amongst us. A quick glance at
the map reveals a stunning picture of threat
and danger, yet our small team of Putty firies
drove out every day to protect our community.
They never flagged.

The Gospers Mountain, Kerry Ridge and Paddock
Run fires that surrounded Putty, burnt out 703.000
hectares or 7030 square kilometres or roughly 1/8
the area of Ireland.

We have gained so much as a community, but
spare a thought for the things we have lost.
The trees we have cherished and the inspiring
vistas. Hopefully, they will return with the rain.
The animals, birds and insects, killed in great
numbers. Experts predict over a billion
wallabies, possums, bats, kangaroos, koalas,
parrots and snakes have been consumed by
the fires. Yet, Australian fauna is remarkable.
We’ve all heard of the critters that seek shelter
in wombat holes and creekbeds. On Kindarun
Mountain, a wombat looking for shelter
burrowed into a termite mound, waited for the
searing flames to pass overhead, then kept going.
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Kindarun Mountain wombat bunker.
Photo: Barbara Kearns

Several weeks ago, fire threatened properties near
Wollombi, on the edge of the Yengo National Park.
A neighbour, PJ Wallis, prepared to help defend her
neighbour’s home from a fast-approaching fire when
she noticed lyrebirds making their way to a nearby
dam. With the flames only 30 metres away, the birds
congregated at the water’s edge - sometimes up to
20 of them - waiting for the fire to pass over them.
We can only wonder how they knew to make their
way to this sanctuary. It gives us some sense of
hope that nature knows how to deal with a crisis.
However, global warming is a crisis we have never
encountered before. This summer we have seen
what it can do.

Lyrebirds shelter in a dam at Wollombi at the edge of the Yengo NP. Photo: PJ Wallis

With a warming, drying climate, can we say with any certainty that this won’t happen again? If it does,
what do we do that’s different? If it does, how can we be better prepared? Do we accept the suggestion
of a Tasmanian fire expert to take our holidays in autumn, moving out of the bush all together during the
summer? We must continue to meet and look for answers. As a community we have so much to learn,
but we're all in this together - like the lyrebirds.
What is beyond doubt is that we have seen how resilient we are, how keen to help each other and
how strong is our community.
30 Years of Landcare
On January 31st, I attended the launch of the Hunter Region Landcare’s book Thirty Years of Landcare.
To meet so many Landcarers, gathered at the Hunter Wetlands Centre to celebrate three decades of
caring for our environment, was an inspiration. You can order books through Three Valleys Landcare, $10.
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TRAUMA KIT

From Jane Robinson

This toolkit contains resources to help and support adults and children before, during, and
after a disaster or traumatic event. It will help you understand some of the impacts of disaster and
how you can help lessen these impacts.
Emergencies and disasters are extremely stressful and it is normal to feel overwhelmed. Children,
even infants, can also be affected. They depend on the adults around them for safety and security, and
will need reassurance, care, and opportunities to share their feelings. These resources provide a
starting point for you to help children navigate the different stages of a disaster.

Community Trauma Toolkit

TELSTRA SERVICE TO PUTTY

From Alison Greene

Telstra service to residents in Putty and district has been unacceptable for some time but never
more so than during the recent bushfires. Some Putty residents have taken the issue to the
Telecommunications Ombudsman and if we spoke as a united group we could achieve real change.
No more lies and prevarication from Telstra - Telstra says that a backup system would be too expensive..
How much is a life worth? Given that phones (both landline and mobile) were off for days and not even
triple zero available it's only a matter of time. We don't need to put up with inferior service any longer!
The Telecommunications Ombudsman can be contacted by phone 1800 062 058 and online at
https://www.tio.com.au/contact-us
For help for bushfire affected consumers with unresolved phone or internet complaints there is the
dedicated Natural Disasters phone line 1800 046 686

THE GENEROSITY OF AMAZING PEOPLE

By Margaret Ferguson

Help during the fires came in many ways. Help on fire ground and help from people who could
not take part in a hands-on way but who showed support by making very generous donations
to the Putty Brigade. You all know who you are and to each and every one of you, heartfelt thanks
are extended from all the Putty Brigade members.
Further to these wonderful gestures, Craig Louden from Putty North posted an appeal on his
Facebook page. It began as follows:
Myself and Glen Cuthbert were discussing what we could do to help the Putty Fire Brigade following
all of the great work they have done around all of our places up in Putty North and all the way
through Putty, Howes Valley, Yengo etc over the past 8 weeks and in previous fires. Without their
help Putty as we know it would not be the same and we would have lost a lot. There has been a lot of
people who have spent every day over the past 8 weeks out on the fire ground, day and night and
even over Christmas and New Years and we would like to show our appreciation.
After discussions with Scott Ferguson and Kenny Mac they informed me that they are using a
chainsaw that is nearly 30 years old and they are in need of other equipment to make life easier and
safer for them, as they often have to take their own equipment onto the fire ground.
If we could please ask for a small donation personally or if you could ask anyone you know with a
business to help us to raise this money.
As a result of Craig’s appeal, friends, friends of friends and business associated with these friends
along with Putty residents donated what they could resulting in a substantial amount being raised.
Craig purchased the “wish-list” and presented the goods to the Putty Brigade two weeks later. Thank
you Craig and Julie Louden and Glen and Sue Cuthbert for organising the appeal and making the
fantastic result possible.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Recordings were taken at Fairview-Putty Central

(with reference to www.bom.gov.au)
“The Top Place” Putty Valley Road .. North
“Fairview”
Putty Valley Road .. Central
“The Grange”
Burnt Arm Road .. South
If it rains at Putty, residents are encouraged to
post their rainfall on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/PuttyCommunityAssociation
so weekenders will know if they need to water
their gardens.

PUTTY VALLEY ONLINE
Putty’s Community Website contains many
interesting links including:
•

Trades & Services Directory at:

www.putty.nsw.au/whereis
•

The PCA with a link to the membership
form at:

http://www.putty.nsw.au/pca/membership/

PCA FACEBOOK
For news as it happens. If you haven’t already
signed up to our Facebook page, you can do so
by clicking Like at: https://www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation
Post your pictures and stories!
ADVERTISING: pca@putty.nsw.au

NEWSLETTER CONTACT
Please call with any news, activities or
photographs to include in our
monthly newsletter.
Martha Babineau, phone 6579 7000
mailtroika@gmail.com

At Hawkesbury Central Library, Windsor

MEMOIR WRITING with AMANDA
HAMPSON
Thursday 20 February 10am-1pm
Want to write your life story or family
history but don’t know where to start? Find
a structure, turn fragments and memories into
stories, $30 Bookings essential.
4560 4460 library@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au

HISTORY: ONLINE NSW LAND
RECORDS
Wednesday 12 February 10 -11.30am
For anyone interested in searching about
NSW land records, come along to the
Hawkesbury Family History Group’s first
meeting for 2020.
Free. No need to book

TRADES AND SERVICES
PUTTY PEOPLE ADVERTISING
In publishing these ads, the PCA is not
endorsing or recommending any
product or service advertised below.

