Putty People March 2020
Newsletter of the
Putty Community Association,Inc.
Putty’s Thank You to the Firies
The Community is invited to a fun-filled
Autumn event !
BBQ lunch and Musical Concert!!
Join us and take the opportunity to meet and
thank the Fire Brigade crews who kept our
valley safe during the recent fires.

Saturday 4 April at the Putty Hall
Noon - Bar opens, 1pm free BBQ and at 2pm free Concert
Featuring the Sydney Mandolin Orchestra, local talent - Glen Cuthbert, local comedy singers,
harp and accordion player, Mandolin/ Guitar duo from Tin Can Bay, Qld and more with special
performance with audience participation
To book for lunch please call Margaret on 0427 282 246 or email mnk.fergo@bigpond.com.
RVSP by 28 March please

FRIENDS OF COLO TO VISIT PUTTY 27 - 29 March
The Friends of Colo are returning to the Putty to assist the Three
Valleys Landcare Group by controlling privet and some other
woody weeds along Putty Creek and protecting the Wollemi
National Park from privet
invasion.
This visit they hope to do followup work along Putty Creek from
the Condon Creek junction
down to the Putty Bridge, and
perhaps a few kilometres
further down from there as time
and energy permits. Local
landowners and others very
welcome to join in.
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FIRST FIRE AID RIDE OF 2020

(Edited from the Hunter Valley News)

Starting in Windsor and ending at the Grey Gum International Cafe in Putty, which has been
devastated by the recent bushfire crisis, in excess of 500 motorcycles and more than 600 people
gathered for the first Fire Aid Ride of 2020 on 23 February.

Founded by Sydney creative Jimmy Woodriff and the team behind The Distinguished Gentleman's Ride,
Fire Aid Ride encourages people to visit areas that are doing it tough. Familiar faces who came out to
support the initiative included Osher Gunsberg, Brendan "Jonesy" Jones, Barry Du Bois, Danny Clayton
and Pearl Herbert.
A huge thanks goes out to MotoDNA, Rider
Collective, SKRAM Moto Eyewear, Event
Medical First Response and especially
Yamaha Motors Australia for providing a
support vehicle and friendly mechanic who
was even able to get Jonesy back on the
road when his clutch cable gave up.
It was a hugely successful day and the food
was delicious!
KIM GRACE, DIANNE PIERCE, JOANNE FERGUSON KEN FERGUSON
and MARGARET FERGUSON. Seated: GREG PIERCE, SCOTT
FERGUSON, KENN MACKETTand IAN FEEKS - Howes Valley.

STICKY NIGHTSHADE
By Ken Ferguson
Solanum Sisymbriifolium or Wild Tomato, although not considered
noxious, is becoming an invasive nightshade weed. It has a pretty
pale mauve/white flower and can be seen along the edge of Putty Valley
Road although in open areas can become very dense.
Success in controlling this weed has been achieved by the use of
Grazon® plus a wetting agent, by using a mix of Grazon® (or the generic
brand Surefire Raizon®) and Metsulfuron 600, which reduces the cost,
plus a wetting agent, or by the use of Amine 625, also known as Amicide
625 with a wetting agent. This last is recommended for the treatment of
nightshade weeds.
The weed must be sprayed before fruiting. Control of small infestations
can be dug out and the plants burnt. Do not slash the plants after fruiting
as this will promote further spreading.
Always read the label on the container and follow the manufacturer’s
instructions.
Metsulphuron is available through LANDCARE at the cost of $30.00
per 500mg container.
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PIANO TUNER COMING TO PUTTY!
Do you, or anyone you know, have an acoustic upright or grand piano that
needs tuning or servicing? Have you been looking for a piano tuner but not had
any luck finding one in the Putty?
Lucien Lowe, with forty years experience, reliable and well respected piano tuner,
will be in Putty from 1 - 4 April Lucien has seen and worked on all sorts of pianos
in need of that extra special care and attention. Call either Lu on 0417 742 791 or
Sue on 0409 872 474.
Check out our Facebook page www.facebook.com/lowespianos or our webpage www.lowes-pianosand-organs.com for more info.

IS YOUR NUMBER PLATE MUDDY?

From Margaret Ferguson

The fires have left Putty and the rain
has arrived. Now the unsealed roads
are getting muddy. Most of us don’t
bother to wash our car as it will only get
dirty again.
But, did you know a dirty or obscured
number plate can attract a fine of up to
$448 and take three demerit points off
your licence.
So even if you think washing your car is
a waste of time, just give the number
plates a bit of a wipe over.
(article with a little help from NRMA and
NSW Police)

THREE VALLEYS LANDCARE MEETING
A General Meeting will be held on Saturday 14th March at 3pm at the Putty Hall.
Project Manager for the Putty Creek Restoration, Anna Knutzelius, will be at the meeting to tell us
more about our ongoing relationship with the NSW Environmental Trust.
Everyone is welcome to the meeting and if you are able to help out with the creek restoration
project in the way of fencing, weeding, spraying, seed collection, propagation, planting or
irrigation we would really like to hear from you. Email: 3valleyslandcare@gmail.com

THE RECENT
FLOODING
WAS NOT KIND
TO ALL THE
GRASSY
PADDOCKS
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LANDCARE NOTES - Renewal

By Ian David

Now, as black as it might make you look and perhaps feel, it’s a great time to go walking in
country that was once a fireground. You’ll see a landscape you’ve rarely seen before, like
hidden gullies, unique rock formations and other treasures.
Along Bakers Road, the fires arrived in the weeks before Christmas. On Kindarun Mountain,
fires visited on December 6th, 11th and 13th. The first was Gospers Mountain, the second was
Kerry Ridge, and the worst was Gospers Mountain’s return. It swept over the mountain and
headed east like a roaring beast escaped from a furnace. Two months later and the signs of new
life are literally bursting from charred trunks and ground once so hot it made ironbark burn like
pine.

Many plants will shrug off the baptism of fire and spring from what looks like dead soil and the
corpse of a tree or shrub. Some will return in a rush, like ferns and grasses, given a little
moisture, they can turn a wasteland into a park overnight. Others, however, will not do a Lazarus.
Blue Mountain Ash, the major species covering Kindarun Mountain, is not built for wildfires. One
fire is enough, the second is a death sentence. While most of the plants will return, recent surveys
tell us we have lost up to two thirds of our precious koala population. Ecologist Stephen Phillips,
said recently “If we can't work our way out of this then we will lose them.”

Koala and Joey Photo: Jimboomba Police
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While much of the landscape we have come to know and love will have suffered damage, it will
return as though to remind us how fortunate we are to live in a place like Putty. But I now look
with new eyes at our home and the natural beauty around us. It’s a much more fragile world, what
can we do but cherish it more?

Ironbark burned
Not Another Nightshade!
Three Valleys Landcare resident weed guru, Ken Ferguson, has identified a weed popping up all
over the valley, the Solanum Sisymbriifolium or Wild Tomato. While folks will be glad to see the end
of that prickly little bugger, there are other members of the family that are unique to Putty. Solanum
celatum appears after fire in clearings near wet sclerophyll forests and is endangered. The other,
Solanum cinereum is so uncommon it only grows in Putty and Marsden Park (between Cranebrook
and Quakers Hill. Landcarers know the importance of biodiversity.

Solanum celatum Photo: B. Kearns

Solanum cinereum Photo: B. Kearns

Singleton Council Taking The Strain
Three Valleys Landcare appreciates the support of our council in repairing several hundred metres
of fencing along Putty Valley Rd to protect work carried out as part of the Putty Creek Restoration
Project. The NSW Environmental Trust grant doesn’t stretch to work on Crown land, so we are
enormously grateful to Singleton Council officer John Gottschalk and the Manager of Infrastructure
Services Damian Morris for arranging to send down some workers with droppers, wire and strainer.
Thank you!
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P UT T Y RAINFA LL F E B RU AR Y 2 0 2 0
SOUTH

FAIRVIEW

PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY

NORTH

Feb 2020

350.00mm
313.90mm
281.00mm
__________________________________________
Feb 2019
24.50mm
67.00mm
____________________ ______________________
Feb 10 yr
100.80mm 129.00mm
average
Year to date
Feb 2020
424.25mm
Feb 2019

355.40mm
154.50mm

338.00mm
214.00mm

Recordings were taken at Fairview-Putty Central

(with reference to www.bom.gov.au)
“The Top Place” Putty Valley Road .. North
“Fairview”
Putty Valley Road .. Central
“The Grange”
Burnt Arm Road .. South
If it rains at Putty, residents are encouraged to
post their rainfall on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/PuttyCommunityAssociation
so weekenders will know if they need to water
their gardens.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The New Empire Ballroom Ragtime
Dance Orchestra Sunday March 15 at 2pm
Sacred Spaces at the Sisters of Mercy
Convent, Singleton.
The New Empire Ballroom Ragtime Dance
Orchestra are Australia’s authentic re-creation
of the Ragtime and Hot Dance Orchestras of
the early 1900’s - music that would have been
heard in ballrooms, salons, dance halls and
radio programs a hundred years ago.
Tickets www.trybooking.com/579523

PUTTY VALLEY ONLINE
Putty’s Community Website contains many
interesting links including:

Events at Putty
https://putty.nsw.au/events
Putty People
https://putty.nsw.au/putty-people
where you will also find links to newspapers
local and national
Trades & Serices Directory
https://putty.nsw.au/whereis/

TRADES AND SERVICES
PUTTY PEOPLE ADVERTISING
In publishing these ads, the PCA is not
endorsing or recommending any
product or service advertised below.

PCA which has several links including one to the
membership form
https://putty.nsw.au/pca/membership/

PCA FACEBOOK
For news as it happens. If you haven’t already
signed up to our Facebook page, you can do so
by clicking Like at: https://www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation
Post your pictures and stories!
ADVERTISING: pca@putty.nsw.au

NEWSLETTER CONTACT
Please call with any news, activities or
photographs to include in our
monthly newsletter.
Martha Babineau, phone 6579 7000
mailtroika@gmail.com

