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VALE RONNIE GRAHAM - 17 December1926 to 2 April 2020

By Julie Millard

The first time I met Ron and Aleda Graham was about 38 years ago at a Melbourne Cup day
soirée on Greg Pierce’s property. The party went all day and night, and our friendship was born
then. Our shared love of theatre, singing, the Aussie bush, photography
and champagne supported our journey together over the years. I
attended lots of Ron’s theatre performances and Aleda’s eisteddfods,
concerts and events.
They were a larger than life couple and I feel privileged to have been able
to support Ron and Aleda especially in their last few years of declining
health. Since Aleda’s death in May 2017 I have been fortunate to spend
many days with Ron listening to his film and tv stories, watching ABC
news and even the occasional Bold and the Beautiful – which Ron loved
for their articulation, sharing many a wine and eating our fill of prawns
especially on Christmas day.
Ron was a kind and gentle man who lived a simple life. He would listen to
my travel stories and go through my hundreds of photos. Always with a
gift from each place I visited, like the colourful Mexican scarf, the
Kennedy Space Centre wine stopper, Ouzo from Greece, and the chilli beer from Texas. Ron would
love them all. Ronnie was a good friend and I shall miss him terribly.

REMEMBERING THE ANZACS - 2020
Sadly the community cannot join together for this special service at
the Putty Hall this year due to Covid 19. So on April 25th 2020, as we
are unable to attend a service, the RSL advises people to join in by radio,
social media or television and take a few moments to reflect on the
service and sacrifice of our veterans and those who are still serving today.

MESSAGE FROM ST SHENOUDA MONASTERY
His Grace Bishop Daniel and FR Anthony have been in touch with
the PCA to offer Putty residents support during these difficult
time with shopping and essential food supplies. If you are feeling
anxious about going into town or unable to leave home, the Fathers,
Brothers and Monks at St Shenouda Monastery have offered do your
shopping for you. They have also offered to share their supply of
pantry staples with those in need. Please reach out to the St
Shenouda Monastery directly on 6579 7093 between 7am -8pm daily.
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LANDCARE NOTES

By Ian David

ALONE TOGETHER
To quote Michelle Obama, a crisis doesn’t make your character - it reveals your character. There’s
no question we’ve all faced some tough times over the past few months. I won’t run through the
list, you all know how it goes, but the pandemic we’re facing is the ultimate challenge. After we get
through this one, what else can the world throw at us?
One of the many great things about the Putty lifestyle is the ability to get away from folks. How
many people can spend the day under a tree, reading a John Deere catalogue, counting birds or
listening to the wind pushing some clouds around? On the other hand, an order of groceries from
Woollies isn’t likely to arrive in my lifetime. We’re a long way from many services and a long way
from trouble. Well, that distance from the big smoke might just save your life and those you love.
We don’t know when the Covid-19 pandemic will subside and we’ll be able to hug old friends, meet
for morning tea with rellies or go to town to do the shopping. Until then, to all Landcarers and
members of the Putty community, please observe the advice of the medical experts and make the
most of the world around us… at a distance.
A BREAK IN PROCEEDINGS
When the Friends of the Colo decided to postpone their annual visit to Putty Valley it was greeted
with considerable regret. The ‘Friends’ have become a staple of the autumn calendar of delightful
events for Landcare in the valley. This year it was planned that we would begin planting groundcover and river tree species such as water gums and paperbarks along the banks of Putty Creek.
We would also have had the chance to catch up with old friends around the campfire. Sadly, that
wasn’t to be. However, when it does, we hope the Friends of the Colo will have some time to travel
up the Putty Road.
HUNTER LOCAL LAND SERVICES INVITATION TO SMALL LANDHOLDERS
The Every Bit Counts project recognises all small farms and lifestyle blocks (2 to 20ha) play an
important role in managing our natural resource and agricultural environments. This project will
coordinate workshops, local resources and build a connected community to help all landholders
manage their land better.

Small Landholders Network registration link:
https://hunterlls.wufoo.com/forms/every-bit-counts-small-landholder-network/
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REGENT HONEYEATER JUST HANGING ON

Howes Valley Conservation Reserve - established 2002
In 2002, Three Valleys Landcare helped established a conservation reserve in the Howes Valley
to help save the Critically Endangered Regent Honeyeater. Although burned out in the recent
fires, the reserve is still there.
Regent Honeyeaters are nomadic,
with a breeding range extending in
patches down eastern New South
Wales. In 2019, a pair of Regent
Honeyeaters was observed
successfully breeding and fledging
a chick along Littlefields Creek,
making this place only one of five
successful nest sites for the
species for the entire season.
Recently, Three Valleys Landcare lodged a submission with the state government’s Future Use
Options Package for Fernhill Estate, located in Mulgoa, near Penrith. Fernhill Estate is an
heritage-listed Western Sydney property, acquired by the NSW Government in 2018 along with
two adjacent properties, to bring the 412-hectare site into public ownership.
Fernhill Estate is also one of the few contemporary breeding sites for Regent Honeyeaters that
were unaffected by this summer’s bushfires. This makes Fernhill Estate a critical area for the
future of the Regent Honeyeater and any future use of the area must consider how the birds will
be affected. The substance of our submission was to safeguard the continued survival of this
beautiful and iconic bird that is currently thought to number fewer than 350 birds in the wild.
Perhaps one day we’ll see Regent Honeyeaters all the way from our reserve to Fernhill Estate.
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Recordings were taken at Fairview-Putty Central

(with reference to www.bom.gov.au)
“The Top Place” Putty Valley Road .. North
“Fairview”
Putty Valley Road .. Central
“The Grange”
Burnt Arm Road .. South
If it rains at Putty, residents are encouraged to
post their rainfall on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/PuttyCommunityAssociation
so weekenders will know if they need to water
their gardens.

PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY
Due to the current COVID-19 Pandemic and
social distancing practices all in person services
have been cancelled for the foreseeable future.

We will be doing services including over Easter
via Zoom meeting – so if you would like to
receive the Zoom meeting link invitation please
email jane directly on jane.robinson@ku.com.au
Every Blessing in this difficult times & remember
the first Easter taught us that; Life never ends
and Love never dies.

TRADES AND SERVICES
PUTTY PEOPLE ADVERTISING
In publishing these ads, the PCA is not
endorsing or recommending any
product or service advertised below.

PUTTY VALLEY ONLINE
Putty’s Community Website contains many
interesting links including:

Events at Putty
https://putty.nsw.au/events
Putty People
https://putty.nsw.au/putty-people
where you will also find links to newspapers
local and national
Trades & Serices Directory
https://putty.nsw.au/whereis/
PCA which has several links including one to the
membership form
https://putty.nsw.au/pca/membership/

PCA FACEBOOK
For news as it happens. If you haven’t already
signed up to our Facebook page, you can do so
by clicking Like at: https://www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation
Post your pictures and stories!
ADVERTISING: pca@putty.nsw.au

NEWSLETTER CONTACT
Please call with any news, activities or
photographs to include in our
monthly newsletter.
Martha Babineau, phone 6579 7000
mailtroika@gmail.com

