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ROADS AND COUNCIL.

By Tim Spooner

Andy Edwards, Ken Ferguson and I attended a
meeting at Singleton Council on Monday 20th
July to discuss local Putty roads.
The prime item for this meeting was to determine
which roads needed to be officially named so that
emergency services could easily locate all residences
and properties. These names would apply irrespective
of the classification of the road and all properties
would be issued with official Rural Road Numbers.
This was achieved after much discussion and road
names suggested based upon historical names or
common local naming. These names will now be
submitted to the Geographical Names Board for
approval and assuming they are acceptable, a
meeting will be held at the Putty Hall for all locals to
comment. Following that meeting road name signs
will be erected and rural road numbers installed.

LANDCARE RESTORATION PLANTING
Dear Landcarers,
This Saturday, August 8th, at 10am we are
going to be commencing our Putty Creek
Restoration: planting lomandra to stabilise
the creek banks at Martha Babineau's place,
1300 Putty Valley Road.
Do come along and help!
We'll finish around noon, with lunch.
All welcome!
Ian David

‘UP FROM THE
ASHES’
By Barbara
Kearns
"Have you noticed
rarely seenflowers emerging
after the fire? This
stunning grass tree
is currently
flowering up
Kindarun way."
The Austral
grasstree or black
boy, a very slow
growing plant, does
not always flower
annually but in the
season after a
bushfire it will
flower prolifically
and spectacularly.

Photograph:
BARBARA KEARNS

WINDSOR BRIDGE PROGRESS
Not to scale
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THE BFDP – BUSH FIRE DANGER PERIOD - is quickly approaching.

By Margaret Ferguson

The first day of September is just a few weeks away. With this date comes the start of the 2020-2021
Bush Fire Danger Period after which a Permit to Burn will be required.
In previous years we have experienced disasterous
fires during August. With the recent rain and green
growth we might be spared the worry this year.
But this month is the time to prepare your property for
the fire season. Burn the little piles of timber you have
gathered up before the weather changes.
As well as cleaning your gutters, cutting overhanging
branches and removing flammable materials away from
your assets, you need to discuss with your family what
your plan to stay and defend or leave in plenty of time
will be.
There are some simple things you can do around your
property to prepare it against the risk of fire. You need
to prepare well beforehand as leaving it to the last
minute is too late. With advice from NSWRFS, here are
five simple things you can do now to prevent the threat of fire.
1. CLEAR / SLASH. Clear flammable materials (e.g. gas cylinders) and slash areas of long, dry grass
around structures like the home and shed.
2. BURN. If you have the required permits, approvals and skills and the conditions are suitable, conduct a
controlled burn on your property to reduce fuel.
3. PLOUGH. Plough firebreaks around each paddock boundary to prevent the spread of fire.
4. ROTATE. Rotate stock across the property to ensure paddocks are well-grazed.
5. PREPARE. Prepare and maintain sturdy hoses and water pumps in case you need to defend.
More information can be sourced from the following website.
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/106814/Farm-Fire-Plan.pdf

VP DAY - VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC 15th AUGUST 2020

Contributed by Pam King

This date commemorates Japan’s acceptance of the Allied demand for unconditional surrender on
14 August 1945. For Australians, it meant that the Second World War was finally over. The following
day, 15 August, is usually referred to as VP Day. In August 1945 Australian governments gazetted a
public holiday as VP Day and most newspapers reported it as
such.
Communities are encouraged to come together to
commemorate this important date in the life of our country.
There are several 2020 VP Day Posters available on the
internet for people to see. They feature the dedication and
service of the Australian Navy, Army and Air Force in various
roles during the Second World War and the contributions of
Australians on the home front. anzacportal.dva.gov.au
As we cannot gather at the hall for this event because of the
dreaded corona virus I thought some recipients of the
Newsletter would be interested to hear about this.
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LANDCARE NOTES

By Ian David

Why Hate Lovegrass?
The very first parcel of land farmed in Putty Valley after European
settlement was granted to Hannah Laycock by Governor
Macquarie in 1813 as compensation for being married to Thomas
Laycock - a particularly unruly member of the Rum Corps.
Putty residents for thirty years, Steve
Donnelly and his family now own Hannah’s
original property. They started out farming
sheep and had the same lack of success
that Hannah did. They now run cattle and
practice sustainable farming on their
beautiful property. Steve’s love for his land
is equalled by the respect he feels for its
unique qualities. As a dedicated student of
the land, he uses his experience and his
powers of observation to guide his farming
practice. With all that knowledge, one thing
is clear, he has a deep and abiding dislike
of African lovegrass.
STEVE DONNELLY AT CLAIRVAUX

We discovered Steve’s feelings about
African lovegrass after his neighbour, Ben
Wilmot, wrote to us describing his dismay that “an infestation of lovegrass is in our olive grove and its
making its way through our back paddock towards Tony Lynch’s 100 acres.” He went on to say, “Steve
is helping us to try and eradicate it by using a rotor wipe and then sowing new seed of paspalum in
spring.”
When we contacted Steve he was only too happy to tell us why he hates this listed noxious weed.
Although it thrives on poor soil and starves other pasture, grazing animals, like cattle and kangaroos,
can’t survive on it. However, it possesses a particular quality that with our hotter, drier fire seasons
should be cause for even great concern. Describing himself as a fan of cool burns in winter, Steve
would hesitate to light up a paddock of lovegrass for it’ll soon turn into a raging wall of flame,
generating such a fierce heat it will engulf anything in its path. Steve described lovegrass as an
extreme fire hazard that is fast growing out of control.
African Lovegrass was introduced from east Africa 100 years ago, as a pasture plant and is widely
distributed in Australia. It prefers acidic sands and sandy-loam soils in the 400 to 700 mm annual rainfall
belt. It has been planted to stabilise creek banks, however it is now well established as a economic
threat to landholders and a
severe fire risk. While young
African lovegrass is nutritious and
readily grazed, if left unchecked,
it can spread and form pure,
dense infestations that become
unpalatable, avoided by stock as
it matures. Lovegrass can’t
compete with established, wellmanaged pasture, but it’s the
sparse, overgrazed pastures that
are most at risk of infestation.

AFRICAN LOVEGRASS THRIVES
ON PUTTY’S POOR, SANDY SOIL
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LANDCARE NOTES Continued
David Nixon, Weed Officer of Glen Innes Severn Council, has this advice: “The best control strategy is
to keep African lovegrass off the property. Any plants found should be destroyed before setting seed to
prevent infestation. Successful control is a management problem requiring removal of the weed by
cultivation or chemicals and replacing it with a competitive perennial pasture species. Ensure
purchases of fodder, stock, produce and soils are free of weed seeds. If stock is brought from infested
areas they should be kept for at least 14 days in a holding paddock to clean out. Studies have shown
that cattle feeding on African lovegrass can excrete viable seed up to 10 days after consumption. Seed
can be moved around on stock, in fodder, produce, on motor vehicles and machinery and in soil.”
Jennifer Firn of CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems discovered that, “the key reason why the lovegrass
dominated was that it is unpalatable to grazing animals such as cattle and kangaroos. So the most
effective control measure was to keep grazing but make lovegrass ‘tastier’ using a low application rate
of fertiliser. This method decreased lovegrass abundance without using herbicides and labour-intensive
slashing.”
Steve Donelly has another method, one he’s seen work on his property - it’s Paspalum notatum, known
commonly as Pensacola bahia or common bahia. It’s a tropical to subtropical perennial grass, native to
Mexico and South America. It prefers sandy soils, is tolerant of shade and tolerates saline conditions
and drought. It also possesses a very special quality - it’s able to fix nitrogen in the soil, similar to a
legume. As pasture, its nutritive value is high
when mature. It’s also valued as an erosioncontrolling soil stabilizer, as well as for its
productivity, ease of establishment, and
persistence. It is relatively low-maintenance,
with its toleration for minimal maintenance,
drought tolerance, and with less disease and
insect damage than some of the other warmseason grasses. Steve believes Paspalum
notatum (Pensacola) is the best way to fight
lovegrass. He’s observed that lovegrass has
an aversion to higher rates of nitrogen in the
soil. After cutting back lovegrass, then
seeding with Pensacola bahia, Steve’s noticed
a marked reduction in lovegrass proliferation.
Experience through observation carries a lot
of weight to those living and working on the
land. Surely, Steve’s ideas deserve serious
consideration.
Three Valleys Landcare will be following
Steve and Ben’s progress with keen interest,
and will be working to secure assistance from
various government agencies to help Steve
confirm the use of Paspalum notatum in
combating the spread of lovegrass.
We welcome your experience and
observations - drop us a line at
threevalleyslandcare@gmail.com
BAHIA GRASS (PENSACOLA)
PASPALUM NOTATUM
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VALE - CHRISTOPHER OWEN SEARLE

A WATTLE POEM

By Margaret Ferguson

By Veronica Mason

5th January 1947 - 16th June 2020

The bush was grey A week to-day
(Olive-green and brown and grey)
But now the spring has come this way
With blossoms for the wattle.

Chris Searle was born in
Coffs Harbour, educated at
the Fairfield Boys High
School, Sydney Technical
College, Land &
Engineering Survey
Draftsman and University of
NSW, LLB.
Chris joined the then
Department of Mines in the
mid 1960's as a survey
draftsman. He studied part
time at the University of NSW for his law degree and after
admission worked for a short time as a legal officer in the
Department of Mineral Resources before joining the
Department of Land's legal branch in the late 1980's. In the
late 1990's he transferred to the Crown Solicitor's office, firstly
in charge of the Native Title Branch in that office and later as
the Assistant Crown Solicitor, Conveyancing and Property.
He and his wife Ishbel were parents to daughter Victoria and
son Timothy. He was a proud Grandpa to four grandchildren.
Chris and Ishbel bought a property at Glenroy in Howes Valley
where with family they enjoyed weekends away from Sydney.
Chris's time at Howes Valley was well spent. He joined the
Howes Valley Bush Fire Brigade, was a founding member of
Three Valleys Landcare Group and a member of the Hunter
Farm Forestry Network the aims and objectives of which is to
promote the productive and sustainable use of trees on farms
and private land.
In 2016 Chris was diagnosed with stage 4 gastric cancer and
for two years participated in a clinical trial. The results of the
treatment were positive but short lived. The cancer returned
and quickly spread resulting in his passing away.
Chris Searle will be missed by his family and all who knew him
and particularly the residents of Bulga who saw hope in his
effort and knowledge in a battle to protect Bulga from mining
and the Wallaby Scrub road from closure.
A person of Chris's character and knowledge passes this way
but rarely and his efforts to help a small community will be
remembered.
Chris and Ishbel often joined in social events at Putty Hall and
will be remembered fondly by those who shared this time with
him.

It seems to be A fairy tree
It dances to a melody
And sings a little song to me
(The graceful, swaying wattle)
See how it weaves
Its feathery sheaves
Before the wind a maze it weaves
A misty whirl of powdery leaves
(The dainty, curtseying wattle)!
Its boughs uplift an elfin gift
A spray of yellow, downy drift
Through which the sunbeams shower
and sift
Their gold-dust o'er the wattle
The bush was grey
A week to-day
(Olive-green and brown and grey)
But now its sunny all the way
For, oh! the spring has come to stay
With blossom for the wattle
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PU TT Y RAINFALL J uly 2 0 2 0
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July 2020

108.50mm
111.70mm 107.00mm
__________________________________________
July 2019 18.25mm
13.65mm
19.00mm
____________________ ______________________
July 10 yr
28.40mm
45.00mm
average
Year to date
July 2020
800.25mm
July 2019
339.00mm

750.20mm 707.00mm
323.70mm
95.00mm

PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY
Due to the current COVID-19 Pandemic and
social distancing practices all in person services
have been cancelled for the foreseeable future.

We will be doing services via Zoom meeting so
if you would like to receive the Zoom meeting
link invitation please email jane directly on
jane.robinson@ku.com.au
Every Blessing in this difficult times and
remember the first Easter taught us that; Life
never ends and Love never dies.

Recordings were taken at Fairview-Putty Central

(with reference to www.bom.gov.au)
“The Top Place” Putty Valley Road .. North
“Fairview”
Putty Valley Road .. Central
“The Grange”
Burnt Arm Road .. South
If it rains at Putty, residents are encouraged to
post their rainfall on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/PuttyCommunityAssociation
so weekenders will know if they need to water
their gardens.

TRADES AND SERVICES
PUTTY PEOPLE ADVERTISING
In publishing these ads, the PCA is not
endorsing or recommending any
product or service advertised below.

PUTTY VALLEY ONLINE
Putty’s Community Website contains many
interesting links including:

Events at Putty
https://putty.nsw.au/events
Putty People
https://putty.nsw.au/putty-people
where you will also find links to newspapers
local and national
Trades & Serices Directory
https://putty.nsw.au/whereis/

HANDYMAN CARPENTER
PAINTER
REASONABLE RATES

NEIL
0419 658 300

PCA which has several links including one to the
membership form
https://putty.nsw.au/pca/membership/

PCA FACEBOOK
For news as it happens. If you haven’t already
signed up to our Facebook page, you can do so
by clicking Like at: https://www.facebook.com/
PuttyCommunityAssociation
Post your pictures and stories!
ADVERTISING: pca@putty.nsw.au

Please call with any news, activities or

NEWSLETTER CONTACT
photographs to include in our
monthly newsletter.

